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To the Reverend 


Mr. Nicholas Kendall a 


Arch-Deacon of Totnes, 
AND 


The Reverend the Clergy 


OF THE 


DEANRIES of Okehampton 
and Houlſwortby, 


THIS SERMON, 


Preach'd before them, and publiſhed at 
their Requeſt, 


I'S 
With the ſincereſt Reſpect and Affection, 


Moſt humbly inſcrib d. 


But tho he bad done ſo many Miracles 
before them, yet they believed not on 


him. 


HN the very Foundations of 
Chriſtianity are openly ſtruck 
at; when Atheiſts and Infidels 
ſhoor out their Arrows, even 
bitter Words, againſt GOD 
and Religion; when the Saving 
Truths of the Goſpel are expoſed as idle 
Tales, and the mighty Works of our Saviour 
traduced as Lying Wonders; as it highly be- 
hoves every one that is concern'd for God or 
himſelf to be upon his Guard, ſo it is in a 
more eſpecial manner the Duty of us who are 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the My- 


ſteries of God, to ſtand up in Defence of our 


molt holy Religion, and to contend earneſtly for 
that Faith xhich was once deliver d to the Stints. 
I preſume, therefore, I need not make any 


Apology for undertaking to vindicate that 


common Argument for the Truth of Chri- 


ſtianity which is drawn from the many wan- 
A dderful 


x 0 


* 
* rr v2 


. „ 


Ow „„.. —˙—! 2 — * 


»>'Y 
; 
be. ge TT . : 
as le K 2 mY >.-— l 


———— — 


— 6 em —— — 


rn 


TY e 
derful Works that were wrought to confirm it. 
An Argument that hath ſtood the Teſt of all 
Times, and the more it has been ſifted and 
canvaſs'd has ever appear'd the more ſtrong. 
and convincing. And yet this Conſidetation 
hath not diſcouraged the Adverſaries of Re- 
ligion, in every Age, from attacking it, even 
here, where it is the beſt guarded. 80 groſs 
is the Stupidity, ſo inveterate the Malice, of 

the Enemies of Truth! To this Purpoſe, one 
aſſerts, that the Miracles of Chriſt were no- 
thing but the regular Effects of Nature; ano- 
ther, that they were merely Illuſions of the 
Senſes; and a third, that they were the Wor- 
kings of Satan: All of them to their own 
Confuſion, and the Triumph of Chriſtianity. 
Our Religion ſtands the firmer for being op- 
poſed, and its Divine Authority is more un- 

eſtionable by being diſputed. A very little 
| bſervation upon the Management of the 
| Controverſy will abundant! Hatt us, that 
the ſame Cauſe to which the Evangeliſt here 

'F attributes the Infidelity of the Antient Jews 

we may likewiſe juſtly aſſign of the Infidelity 

of our modern Unbelievers, namely, that it 
| 12 from the Heart, and not from the 
| cad, and is owing not ſo much to the Want 

a of Evidence as the Want of Will; that their 
. Inclinations are corrupt and Affections vicious; 

that they are blinded with Prejudice and led 

by Paſſion, and are in every reſpect ſuch Per- 

1 ſons as the Prophet 1ſaiah has long ſince de- 

{crib*d,' who hear indeed, but underſtand not ; who 

K ſee indeed, but perceive not ; a People whoſe Heart 
+ made fat, whoſe Ears are made heavy, and whoſe 

| Eyes are cloſed ; les? they ſhould ſee with their Eyes,” 
aud bear with their Ears, and underſtand with their 
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Heart, and be converted and healed.” Hence it 
comes to pals, that tho? our Saviour has done 
ſo many Miracles before innumerable Witneſ- 
ſes, whoſe Teſtimony they can neither deny 
nor diſprove, yet they obſtinately refuſe to be- 


lieve on him. Their Oppoſition to Chriſt and 


his Goſpel is far from being 1 upon a- 
ny rational Obje&ion againſt either the Na+ 
ture or the Evidence of his Works, but proceeds 
purely from the Contrariety of his Doctrines 
to their Luſts and Paſſions, from their Care- 
leſneſs and wilful Stupidity, from their Pride 
and Ambition, and Self conceit. This is the 
true Account of Mens Unbelief both in for- 
mer and later Ages. Theſe are the only Rea- 
ſons upon which they can poſſibly ground. their 
Averſion to Chriſtianity; and theſe, it muſt 
be own?*d, are very ſtrong and ſufficient Rea- 
ſons for this Purpoſe. Bur then they are ſuch 
as our Iufidels may be juſtly aſham'd of, and 
will probably diſown ; becauſe all their Force 
and Prevalency, as great as it is, proceeds not 
from the Nature of 'Things, but the Corrup- 
tion of their own Wills. Upon which Ac- 


count it would be but loſt Labour to endea- 


your their Conviction, by ſhewing them that 
the true and only Grounds upon which their 
Infidelity is founded do rather exaggerate than 
juſtify their Sin. My Purpoſe therefore, at this 
Time, is, in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe, af- 


ter I have premiſed a Word or two concerning 
the Nature and Evidence of Miraculous Works 


in General, to examine thoſe Reaſons which 


our Infidels muſt own, if they will own any 


Reaſon at all for their not believing on Jeſus 


Chriſt, for the ſake of thoſe Works which he 


performed of that Kind. "8 
74 A 2 Now, 


ming 
Now, if it ever happens that any Work is 
3 or Appearance ptoduc'd, at the 
re Word or Inftance of a Man, which is be« 
yond the utmoſt Stretch of Human Power to 
effect, and is maniteftly beſide the Order, a- 
bove the Force, and contraty to the Laws of 
Motion whereby Material Bodies are deter- 
min'd to act among themſelves; that Work or 
Appearance muſt of Neceſſity be aſctib'd to 
fome Superiour and Intelligent Being : Supe- 
rium as furpaſſing the Power of Man, and 
inteligem as impreſſing new Motions upon ina- 
nimate Matter. This ſuperiour intelligent Be- 
ing muſt be either God himſelf, or ſome created 
Spirit. Of created Spirits there are tuo Sorts, 
one of which are God's Miniſtring Angels, 
who are always employ*d in Conformity to his 
Will, and, when permitted, to interpoſe in, this 
tower World for the Benefit of Mankind : 
The other, which kept not their firſt Eſtate, 
who always a& in Oppoſition to their Crea- 
tor, and, if ever let looſe upon the Earth, for 
the Ruin and Deluſion of Men. If therefore 
the Supernatural Work be produced by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Co-operation of Evil Spirits, then 
the Man who is the Inſtrument of its Produ- 
ction is in Alliance with the fworn Enemies 
both of God and Men, and the Doctrines he 


preaches are the Doctrines of Devils, ten- 


ding to bring in damnable Hereſies, and to 
drown the World in Deſtruction and Per- 
dition. But if the Power whereby this Super- 
natural Work 1s perform'd is the Power either 
of God himſelf or of his good Spirits, then the 
Man entruſted with it, or affiſted by it, is high- 
ly favored by Heaven, his Cauſe is the Cauſe 
of Gad, and the Employment he is fent 2 
mu 
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muſt be preſum'd to be for the Bleſſing of 

Mankind. | 
From what hath been here obſerv'd in gene- 
ral it follows, That the Evidence of our Savi- 
our's Works, in Proof of the Doctrine he 
taught, d upon a Suppoſition of their 
being both ſupernatural and divine; that is to 
ſay, that they could not have been effected bur 
by ſome Extraordinary Power ſuperiour to Man, 
and that that Superiour Power was really and 
in Fact the Power of God. If this Suppoſition is 
doubtful or precarious, then the Enemies of 
the Chriſtian Revelation might have ſome tole- 
rale Plea for their Sin of Infidelity ; but if this 
Suppoſition is true, and can be plainly proved 
to be ſo, then, as our Saviour has long ſince 
determin'd in the Caſe, they are condemned 
already, and can have no Cloak for their Sin, 
as ſtifling the moſt rational Motives of Convi- 
&ion, and wilfully ſhutting their Eyes againſt 
the Light. : ' £3 opt 

I purpoſe therefore now to prove the Truth 
of this Suppoſition in both its Parts; to ſhew 
you that the wondrous Works pertorm*d by 
our Saviour were not only ſuper natural but di- 
vine ; that as our Senſes inform us in the one, 
ſo our Reaſon mult convince us of the other. 

But here I think it will not be improper to 

remiſe this one Thing; that, in ſpeaking to 
theſe Points, I do now rake it for granted that 
the Matters of Fact recorded in the Goſpels 
are true; that is to ſay, that our Saviour did 
really do thoſe Works, and preach that Do- 
Grine, which the holy Evangeliſts, or the 
Books which go under their Names, ſay He 
did do and teach. And this I hope I may be 
allow'd to ſuppoſe, becauſe it's what is * — 
| me 


med by ſtronger Evidence than any Thing elſe 
of the like Nature and Antiquity, and was ne- 
ver denied or diſputed by thoſe who were moſt 
concern'd and beſt able ro inform themſelves 
in the Matter. Having premiſed this, I pro- 
cced now to prove, in the firſt Place, 


I. That the Works aſcrib'd to our Saviour 
were ſupernatural, really and properly ſpeaking 
miraculizs, that they were neither natural nor 
artificial Effects, but tranſcended the Contri- 
vance of Man and the Powers of Nature. It 
may be pretended, that the mighty Works, 
which we are told were done by our Saviour, 
were indeed very unuſual and extraordinary; 
but, notwithſitangding this, we can't poſitively ſay 
but that they might be wrought by Trick, 
by Slight of Hand, by a Contederacy in the 
Cheat; or however that they might be as 
much cauſed by the ſame Laws of Matter and 
Motion, tho* unknown to us, as the moſt 
common and ordinary Effects are, and for that 
Reaſon more enquired into, and better un- 
derſtood; and conſequently that we have no 
Reaſon or Occaſion to impute them to the ex- 
traordinary Interpoſition of Almighty God, 
or of any other intelligent inviſible Being what- 
ſocver. Thus, I fay, the Infidel, to avoid this 
Evidence of our Saviour's Divine Miſſion, may 
argue. But, to ſhew how groundleſs and in- 
conſiſtent theſe Suggeſtions ate, IJ have nothing 
more to do than to appeal to the Hiſtory 
where theſe Works are particularly recorded, 
and to obſerye of them here in General, that 
they were for Nature and Quality great and ſtu- 
endous ; for Number infinite, and of various 

inds ; for Eheci uſeful and permanent; for 
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Manner of Performance publick and undiſtin- 
guiſh'd ; and for Continuance laſting and uniu- 
terrupted during even the whole Time of his 
Miniſtry. Then the Eyes of the Blind were open- 
ed, and the Ears of the Deaf were unſtopped ; 
then did the Lame Man leap as an Hart, and the 
Tongue of the Dumb fing. All manner of the 
molt incurable Infirmities were inſtantly cured, 
at a Word's ſpeaking, with a Touch, or at a 
Diſtance ; by the Uſe of no Means at all, or 
ſuch as were plainly diſproportionate tothe Effect. 
He ſpake the Woyd, and it was done ; he comman- 
. ded, and it came to paſs. Conſtant Experience 
had taught the People, that there went Vertue 
out of him; inſomuch that whitherſoever he en- 
tered, into Villages, or City, or Country, they laid 
the Sick in the Streets, and beſought him that they 
might touch if it were but the Border of his Gar- 
ment; and as many as touched it were made whole . 
The Elements themſelves where at his Com- 
mand, and alter'd their Natures at the ſame 
Word which firſt of all ſpake them into Be- 
ing. He turned Water into good Wine, and 
walked on the Billows as on firm Land. He 
ſtilled the Raging of the Seas, and checked the 
boiſterous Winds into Silence. The Extent. of 
his Power was equal to its Greatneſs, and ex- 
erted its Force in the Regions above. A 
Choir of the Heavenly Hoſt uſher'd in his 
Birth, a Voice from Heaven proclaim'd his 
Unction with the Holy Ghoſt, and the whole 
Frame of Nature ſeem'd to be diſſolved at his 
Death. The Angels of God watched for his 
Preſervation, miniſter'd to him in his Neceſſi- 
ties, and comtorted him in his Agonies. The 
Dead in their Graves heard his powerful 
Voice, and Souls departed returned to their 
former 
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forther Habitations. Wub Aithority. he com- 
mandid the Unclean Spirits, and even the Devils 
were ſul elt unto him. In fine, aſter he had 
been publickly put to Death, he ſhewed him- 
ſelf alive again by many infallible Proofs, and 
was at length, in the Preſence of many Wit- 
neſſes, while. they beheld, taken up, and 2 
Cloud teceived him out of Sight. And as he 
thus excelled all others in the Number and Kind 
of his Miracles, ſo did he likewiſe as to the Na- 
ture of the Power whereby he wrought them. 
This was not only great and extenſive, bur 
inherent and within himſelf. He was able to 
communicate it to whom he pleas'd, and a- 
ctually did confer it upon the Firſt Believers, 
And there are alſo many other Things which Jeſus 
| did, the which if they ſhould be written every one, 
it is the Opinion of an Eye-witneſs, that ever 
the World uſelf could not contain the Books that 
foould be written. This was the higheſt ratio- 
nal Teſtimony that Almighty God ever did, 
or, 4s we preſume, ever will, give to any Man. 
Theſe were Works ſo very Great and Extra- 
ordinary, and catry with them ſo many vi- 
fible Signs of Omnipotency, that as no one of 
Common Senſe but will perceive that their 
Performance was beyond the Compaſs of 
Human Retch and Abilities, ſo no one but a 
_ downright Atheiſt dare affirm that they were 
natural Effects. Even the bittereſt Enemies 
that Chriſt ever. had, I mean the wicked Pha- 
riſees of his own Time, had not the Con- 
fidence to bring this Charge againſt them. 
Unleſs they had been abundantly ſatisfied 
that his Miracles were real, they would have 
had no Need to have blaſphemed the Pow- 
er that wrought them: They would not 


ſurely 


10 the Prince of the Devils, had they thought 


there had been but a bare Poſſibility of. 
2 being effected by Ordinary and Natural 
Cauſes. | * Ar | 


True, .perhaps will the Infidel ſay, they cou'd 
not think there was, conſiſtently with their 
own Principles. They had been brought up 


in a Belief of Miracles, and the Whole of their 


Religion was grounded upon it. But then 


their Prejudices and falſe Opinion ought by 


no Means to ſway our Judgment. We grant, 
that if we were to believe in their Moſes, up- 


on the Score of what he is ſaid to have done, 
we ſhou*d have much better Reaſon to believe 


in your Chriſt, for the ſake of the far more 
mighty Works which ſeemed to ſhew. forth 
themſelves in Him. But we deny that ei- 
ther of them did any Thing, but what per- 


fectly agreed with the ſtanding Laws of Na- 
ture; tho* thè Examples of that Kind being 


few, and the Circumſtances which produced 
them unuſual, we mult needs acknowledge 


ourſclves to be at a Loſs, for Want of ſuf- 
ficient Obſervation and Experience, to ac- 


count for them clearly. | 


This falſe and inconcluſive Way of Ar ing WL 
2 Ar 


hath been often and ſufficiently” expoſe: 
ſhall be enough therefore to obſerve upon this 
Occaſion : Mort deny 8 6 
That theſe Works of our Saviour have not 
paſſed upon the World for Miracles merely be- 
cauſe we knew not how to account for them 
by Natural Cauſes, but becauſe we know ſo 
well what wou'd naturally have come to paſs 
in thoſe Inſtances, * to ſee plainly, that * 
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ſurely haye been ſo hard put to it, as, contra - 
ry to all Senſe and Reaſon, to aſcribe them 
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did actually follow was ſupernatural. And that 
it is not Mens Want of Experience in the 
Courſe - of Nature which has made them 
judge theſe Things wnaccountable by it; but 
rather their continued Obſervations, and the 
Experience of many hundred Years, have 
given them ſufficient Grounds of Aſſurance of 
hex being directly repugnant to it. But fur- 

er; 4 | 

It it be really true, as they pretend, I mean, 
that the extraordinary Works related of Our 
Saviour were the proper Effects of mere Na- 
rural Cauſes, how comes it to paſs there are 
ſo few of this Kind to be met with, and that 
Nature does not exert herſelf now as fhe did 
in ſome former Ages? It is ſuppoſed, and 
the Whole of their Argument is built upon 
this Principle, that the ſame Natural Eflects 
always follow the ſame Natural Cauſes ; for 
where they do not, there-is that miraculous In- 
terpoſition which we contend for in ſome 
Caſes, and they deny in all. Why then is 
not the ſame Appearance always produced in 
the like Circumſtances, and by the ſame Ap- 
Pann If the Touch of a Finger, or the 
peaking of a Word, cou'd by Natural Ef- 
fect make a Blind Man ſee, and a Dead Man 
live, in Our Saviour's Time, how comes it 
they. do not the ſame now-a-days, when 5 75 
ken or applied after the ſame Manner? Why, 
to this perhaps they'll ſay, that theſe and the 
other wondrous Things that are aſcribed to 
Chriſt were owing to a very extraordinary and 
unuſual Concurrence of Natural Cauſes, which 
ſcarcely cyer fell out before, and, for ought we 
know, may be never obferved again. Well, 
but then, not to take Notice that this is a 
— g mere 


(= 2 

mere Shift and Evaſion, there being no manner 
of Ground for any ſuch Suppoſition, it may 
be fairly asked, in the next Place, 
How this Unuſual Concurrence of Natural 
Cauſes came to happen ſo frequently in and 
about Our Saviour's Time, in thoſe Places 
where He Himſelf or his Apoſtles reſided ; ſo 
as ſcarcely to be ever obſerved in any other 
Age or Country of the World ; and even then 
and there only by his Preſence, or at his Com- 
mand, or by the Uſe of his Name? If their 
Account be true, this ſeems to be as great a 
Wonder as any we contend for. But 

Laſtly : Suppoſing they cou'd give a clear 
Account of theſe Matters, yet, the great My- 
ſtery of all is ſtill behind; and that is ſince, 
according to them, theſe Appearances were 
cauſed by an extraordinary Combination of 
ſome unknown and ſecret Powers in Nature, 
how Our Saviour cou'd come to the Know- 
ledge of the preciſe Time when there wou'd 
be ſuch a lucky Concurrence of theſe ſecret 
Cauſes, or of the exact Manner in which they 
wou'd pleaſe to exert Themſelves. Obſerva- 
tion and Experience, which 1s the beſt Guide” 
in other Matters, was the very worſt in theſe, 
and that for this plain Reaſon, becauſe they 
were contrary to Obſervation and Experience. 
And the Inſtances of this Kind had happened 
ſo ſeldom before, that there cou'd not be the 
leaſt Ground for Conje&ure when they wou'd 
happen again: Tell us, therefore, by what 
Art He knew ſo well when theſe unknown 
Cauſes wou'd work, as to be never out of his 
Gueſs, or diſappointed in his .Undertaking : 
Whereas other Men, of ten times the Learn- 
ing and Education with Him, might have 

| 8 tried 
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tried the ſame Things a thouſand: Times over, 
and not ſo much as once have met with the 
ſame Succeſs? Surely ſuch Knowledge, as this 
is ſuppoſed to be, is too Wonderful and Ex- 
cellent for Man to attain to; and is indeed 
i Nothing behind-hand the very Power in Di- 
ute. | 
And thus .I think it appears, not withſtand- 
ing what hath been ſurmiſed to the contrary, 
that Chriſt did indeed many true and real 
Miracles: That the Mighty Works which 
ſhew'd forth Themſelves in Him were not 
bounded by the univerſal Laws of Matter and 
Motion; that they neither agreed with them, 
nor couꝰd follow from them. | 
And as it is thus proved from the Evidence 
of Senſe, that theſe Works performed by Chriſt 
were really Miraculous; and required a Superna=: 
tural Power to effect, ſo it ſhall now be prov- 
ed by the Evidence of Reaſon, that they were 
Divine: That is, That the Supernatural Power: 
employed in their Production was the Power 
And I ü ſuppoſe it will be readily granted, 
that if Our 'S Miracles were not wrought: 
by the Power of Evil Spirits, then they were 
wrought: by the Power of God; for there is no 
Medium between theſe two, beſides the Pow-- 
er of Good Spirits; and we are ſure: they will 
never exert Themſelves but in Subſerviency to 
God. And, conſequently, what is not done 


by Evil Spirits, is, in eſtect, done by God him 
ſelf; as being done either by his own imme 
diate. Hand, or; which comes to the ſame. 
Thing, by his ſpecial Command and Directi- 
on. The cleareſt and ſhorteſt Way, therefore, 
to prova the Divinity. of Chriſt's Miracles, is 


ta: 
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to prove the Impoſſibility of their being ef- 
add by the Power of the Devil, and to "aſh 
out the groſs Abſurdities of ſuch an Opinion. 
And to this Purpoſe I muſt offer theſe. follow - 
ing Things to be conſidered. 1 
1. That the Miracles performed by Out 
Lord were very many, and exceeding. great; 
more and greater than thoſe of Moſes, or of 
any other Prophet; more and greater than 
all the Miracles of every Man put together, 
from the very Beginning of the World to this 
Days excepting only thoſe of his own Apoſtles- 

d immediate Followers; and yet even theſe. 
too mult. be aſcribed to Him, in as much as: 
they were done in his Name, and by his Au- 
thority. To ſay, therefore, that Chriſt did his 
Miracles by a Confederacy with Evi Spirits, 
1s: all one as to ſay, that a: vile Impoſtor has 
given more ample Tcltimony of his being ſent 
from Above, than ever was, or can be, given 
by any True Prophet; and that the Sovereign 
Lord of the Creation, who, according to the 

fews/h Scripture itſelf, only doth great Wonders, . 
hath-been fairly conquered,” and out-done by. 
the Devil, in ſuch Operations. "57 

2. That none of Our Saviour's Miracles were 
owing: to the Help of the Devil, is, I think, 
undeniable. for this Reaſon, becauſe ſome of 
them were abſolutely beyond his Power: I. 
inſtance particularly in raiſing the Dead, and 
feeding Five Thouſand with a few Loaves and 
Two. {mall Fiſhes. For who cou'd reſtore Lite 
to a Man that was dead, but He with uh m 
are the Iſſues of. Life and Death? Or who cou'd 
prepare. ſo large a. Table in tbe Wilderneſs, but 
He who openeth his Hand, and filleth all Things 
living with, Plemeouſneſs? We need not therc- 


fore 


. eee en rr ÜZ.⸗ꝛ˙Ü.. . T Ce EE 


| 
; 


—— —___ 


[16] 

fore on this Argument puzzle ourſclves to en- 
quire what the Devil can do; it is ſufficient 
to our Purpoſe to know what he cannot do. 
And that neither He, nor any created Being 
whatſoever, is endued with a Power of cre- 
ating Matter, or of re-animating the Dead, is 
the Voice of Reaſon ſupported by the con- 

current Opinion of all Mankind. It is plain 
therefore in the Nature of the Thing, that He 
cod not aſſiſt Our Lord in the doing of thoſe 
Works, wherein theſe Powers were ſo illu- 
ſtriouſly 'exerred ; and it is no leſs plain b 

undeniable Inferer.ce, that He did not aſſi 

Him in any other Works, wherein it may be 
granted theſe Powers were not fo viſibly con- 
cerned ; in as much as all and each of Chriſt's 
Miracles were wrought for the ſame Purpoſe 


and Deſign. So that to prove that axy muſt. 


be, is, in effect, to prove, that all were 
wrought by the Power of God. | 

3. The ſame Concluſion may be alſo clearly 
deduced from the -Confideration of their Kind 
and Quality. All our Saviour's Miracles were 
comphcated Acts of Goodneſs and Power, and 
ſhewed at the ſame Time both the Tender- 
neſs of his Heart and the Strength of his Arm. 
To multiply a few Loaves and Two ſmall 
Fiſhes into more than a Sufficiency for the 
the craving Appetites of above Five 'Thou- 
ſand Men, was wonderful and aſtoniſhing; but 
to do this for a Multitude of poor People, 
hungry and faint, was exceeding kind and 
bountiful, The Raiſing Lazarm from the Dead 
was, doubtleſs, an Inſtance of the Higheſt 
Power ;' but then to exerciſe this Power for 


the Sake of his diſconſolate Siſters was alſo 


an” Inſtance of the greateſt Mercy and Compaſ- 


fron. 
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fon. And the ſame might be truly ſaid of at 


Our Lord's Miracles, as well as theſe : That 
they were ſtamped with the plaineſt Signa- 
tures of Divinity in every Reſpect, as being 
Great and Good, Mighty and Beneficent, Works 
of Wonder, and Works of Mercy. Had the 

been derived from the Devil, they wou'd, 
doubtleſs, have bore a Reſemblance of their 
Parent, and tended more to grieve and tor- 
ment than to relieve and comfort Mankind ; 


for he goeth about as a Roaring Lion, ſceking whom 


he may devour. But it is God alone whoſe Mercy 
is in all his Works. rg 33 

4. That the Devil had nothing to do in 
Our Saviour's Miracles, is evident to a De- 
monſtration, becauſe ſeveral of them were 
wrought in direct Oppoſition to his Perſon. I 
mean ſuch of them as eje&ed him out of thoſe 
miſerable Men whoſe Bodies he had taken 
Poſſeſſion of, and grievouſly tormented. This 
Argument is ſet by our Saviour himſelf in a 
very clear Light; and I ſhall not pretend ta 
give it you in any better Words than his own. 
The Occaſion of his making uſe of it was 
this: There had been brought unto him one 


polite with a Devil, blind and dumb, whom 


e healed ſo effectually, that the Blind and 
Dumb both ſpake and ſaw. A. Cure ſo great, 
and ſo inſtantaneouſly wrought, made all the 
People very rationally conclude, that he muſt be 
the Meſſiah, who had been ſo long promiſed, 
and was then univerſally expected to appear. 
The haughty Phariſees, filled with Envy, and: 
ſcorning to ſubmit to the Judgment of the 
Multitude, . maliciouſly aſcribed this, and all 
other his Miracles of the ſame Kind, to. Beel- 
zebub, who being the Prince and Ruler of the 

| Devils, 
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Devils, cou'd, they pretended, exexciſe his Au- 
thorit upon them, and, if he ſo pleaſed, en- 
able his Inſtruments to caſt them out. Our 
Lord, to vindicate Himſelf from the vile In- 
ſinuation, makes uſe of this familiar but co- 
gent Argument: Every Kingdom divided againſt 
itſelf is brought to Deſolation: And every City ar 
Houſe divided againſt itſelf ſhall not ſtand. And 
if Satan caſt out Satan, he is divided againſt him- 
ſelf ; how ſhall then his Kingdom ſtand? So ma- 
nifeſtly abſurd it is to ſuppoſe, that if the De- 
vil (who is acknowledged to be a Spirit of 
great Cunning and Subtilty) had the Power, 
that yet he wou'd have the Mil to perform 
ſuch Operations as theſe, which do ſo na- 
turally and effectually tend to the Ruin of his 
own Authority, by exaſperating his faithful 
Servants, and raiſing a civil War in his King- 
dom. And at the Cloſe of this admirable 
Defence of Himſelf from their ill-grounded 
and malicious Aſperſion, he further makes this 
pertinent Obſervation : How can -one enter into 
.a ſtrong Man's Houſe, and ſpoil his Goods, except 
be ff bind the ſtrong Man? and then be will 
ſpoil his Houſe. The Application whereof to 
Our Saviour's Purpoſe is very obvious and 
eaſy, viz. That 5% diſpoſſeſſing Satan of his 
Goods, by turning him out of thoſe whom he 
had taken Poſſeſſion of, is an undeniable Evi- 
dence that he had got the Maſtery over him; 
and that the Power whereby he did this was 
vaſtly ſuperiour to the utmoſt Efforts of the 
Enemy, in as much as it ſo plainly routed 
and vanquiſhed him in his -own Dominions. 
An Argument ſo convincing, and withal ſo 
evident, that it neither can, nor needs be fur- 
ther urged or illuſtrated. N 

N 5. The 


EY * 

- 5. The Abſurdiry of aſcribing Chrif*s Mi- 
racles to Magick Art and a Confederacy with 
the Devil, is, I think, abundantly plain, if we 
conſider, that for the ſame Reaſon that we a- 
ſcribe the Miracles of Chrift to the Powers of 
Hell, we mult aſcribe all other Miracles of any 
other Man to the ſame Cauſe; inaſmuch as no 
one, either by the Courſe of his Life, or the 
Tendency of his Preaching, or the Nature of 
his Works, or the Manner of performing them, 
ever did or can give better Proof to the World 
of his Innocency in this Matter than what 
was given and appealed. to by Chriſt. So that 
to impute his Ability of working Miracles to 
a Correſpondence with the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, is all one as to aſcribe the Miracles of 
Moſes and the Prophets, nay, all the Miracles 
that ever have been, or may hereafter be, to 
the ſame evil Cauſe. A Proceeding ſo high- 
ly and manifeſtly abſurd, that it may ſuffice” 
juſt to have mentioned it. But 4 

6. Laſtly; The Divinity of the Doctrine 
which our Saviour preached is à clear Evi- 
dence of the Divinity of the Miracles that 
were wrought to ſupport it. The very Deſign of 
our Saviour's coming into the World, and the 
Purport of all his preaching was to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil ; to withdraw his Worſhip- 
pers, and to diſpoſſeſs him of his Temples ; 
to promote the Honour of the true God, and 
bring in everlaſting Righteonſneſs among Men. 
To ſuppoſe therefore that the Devil would 
affiſt our Saviour in working Miracles, to con- 
firm and countenance a Doctrine ſo holy, jus?, 
and good, a Doctrine that taught and enga- 
ged Men to abhor his Worſhip, to deteſt his 
Counſels, and to "IF eternal War . 

is 
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r 
his Kingdom, is to ſuppoſe, that the Father 
of Lies would tell Ti, in order to con- 
found himſelf, and that the old ent; 
which had deceived almoſt the whole World, 
was at laſt grown ſo exceeding fooliſh as to 
afiſt his Enemies to rain his own Authority. 
He thar can ſwallow ſuch palpable Abſurdi- 
ties as theſe are deſerves to be pitied, but has 
no Right to be argued with, and wants not 
Conviction, ſo much as common Senſe to be 
a. Chriſtian. | | 
And now the 7 upon the Whole 
ſands thus, The Works appealed to by our 
Saviour in Proof of his Divine-Miffion, were 
plain and, viſible Effects, ſurpaſſing Hmman 
rength and Contrivance, and comrary to the 
Natural Cauſes of Things, and muſt therefore 
have been derived from a Power ſuperiour to 
Man, and communicated to him by fome Spi- 
ritual Agent. But then ſeeing that ſome: of 
theſe Works were in their Nature, and all of: 
them in their Circumſtances, fuch as to be utterly 
incapable of. being performed by the Aſſiſtance 
or Co-operation of Evil Spirits, it neceſſarily 
follows, that they muſt have been performed by 
the extraordinary Iuterpoſition, or the imme 
diate and ſpecial Appointment; of- God himſelf: 
That is, in mort, ro ſay, that us Man could: de 
thoſe Miracles that he did except God were with him. 
But and if God was with him in the Vork. 
that he wrought, it no leſs evidently follows, 
that God was alſo with him in the Doctrin⸗ 
that he preached; and the Inference, that h 
was a Tencher come from God, muſt be allowed 
valid and indifputable.; or ctfe e muſt fo far 
abandon our Reafon as to think, that infinite 


Goodneſs and Truth would vouch for a curſed 
; Impoſture ; 
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Impoſture. So that he that believeth not on 
Qu iſt for the ſake of thoſe Works which God 
enabled him to do, is not only a Liar him- 
ſelf, but bath made God a Liar, becawſe he believeth 
nt the: Record) that God gave, of bis Son. 

And no if this be not good Proof of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian, Religion, there never 
yet has been, nor, I believe, ever will be, ſuch 
Ptoof of any inſtituted Religion whatſocver. 
I was indeed a going to ſay there never can be; 
but that I durſt not determine what Almighty 
Power cannot do, or what Infinite Wiſdom 
cannot contrive. Be that as it will, this I am 
ſure of, that we have ſufficient Reaſons to be- 
lieve on Jeſus); and Reaſons ore than ſufficient 
no Man can juſtly demand, and much leſs in 
Matters of Faith ought to deſire. And I defy the 


moſt ſubtil of our Adverſaries to deſcribe that 


Evidence on which they will ow themſelves 
obliged to ſubmit to any future Revelation, I 
miean an Evidence truly rational, and not whol- 
ly irreſiſtable, Which ſhall be ſound liable to 
fewer Exceptions than that Which has been 
given already tor the Gaſpel Revelation. So that 
in this Caſe if we are in an Errour, yet it 
muſt be acknowledged we are in the Right to 
cContinue ſo. And if Chriſtianity were, really 
falſe; yet it would be à finful -Qbſtinagy not 
to believe it to be true. et: 
To ſay any more upon this Subject here 
might be jultly reſented, as implying a Suſpi- 
cion that ſome of you Ne weak, and nee- 
ded 10 be confirmed in the Faith; but 


to ſay ſo much will, I hope, be allow- 


ed neither improper nor unſeaſenable. Your 
very Preſence in this Place does indeed 
ſufficiemly ſnew your Hope in Jeſus, whoſe 
Worſhip is here 9 and profeſſed; but as 
2 it 
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it is the ſtanding Duty of every Chriſtian to 
be ready always to give to every Man that asketh 
him a Reaſon of that Hope, ſo it is more eſpe- 


cially neceſſary at this Time, when the . very 


Fundamentals of the Faith are called in Que- 
ſtion, and open and violent Attacks made up- 


on the firſt Principles of our Religion. 


If what I have ſaid in treating upon this 


Argument is allowed to be well * 
there can, I think, be no manner o 


Diſpute 


Whether our Saviour's Miracles are a proper 
and ſubſtantial Evidence of his being the Meſ- 


7 
— 


fiah promiſed in the Old Teſtament. For if, 


as has been ſhewn, they ate an Evidence of 
his being a Teacher come from God, and if, as 


is acknowledged, one of the Doctrines that he 


taught was his own Meſſiabſhip, then that he 


really was the Meſſiah is proved without any 


more to do: And if this be not a direct and 


abſolute Proof, I think nothing can be ſo. 
It is indeed an additional Proof, and a fur- 


ther Confirmation of this great Truth, that 
God himſelf, ſpeaking by the Mouth of his 


holy Prophets, had declared to the World be- 


forehand, that the Meſſias, when he came, ſhould 


do among them the Works which none other 
Man ever did; for inſtance, ſhould heal the 
Sick, give Sight to the Blind, Speech to the 


Dumb, Ears to the Deaf, and Feet to the 


Lame: And that Jeſus did not only perform 


theſe very Works, which it had been antient- 
ly predicted the Meſſiah ſhould do, but alſo 


many more and vaſtly greater than theſe. For 


the only Uſe and Intent of God's making this 


previous Declaration ſeems to have been to 


guard againſt Impoſtors, and to point out the 
true Meſſias, And if therefore any other Per- 


ſon 
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fon falſely pretending to be ſo could have ex- 

hibited theſe Marks and Signs of him, the il 

Council of God might have been fruſtrated | = 

and rendred of none Effect: Inaſmuch as he 

that could counterfeit the Meſſiah in this, could | 

much more eaſily do ſo in any other Charatter. q 
| 
| 
| 


But ro ſuppoſe that an All-wiſe God would ſo 
lay his Deſigns, as that he might poſſibly be 
revented in them, being as blaſphemous as 
it is abſurd, it neceſſarily follows, that Jeſus 
| Chriſt, by accompliſhing the antient Prophe- 
cies in this Particular, gave a demonſtrative 
Proof, an Evidence beyond Exception, of his | 
being that Perſon who was promiſed to come ; 
and God, by enabling or permitting him to 
_ fulfil this the brighteſt and moſt glorious Part 
of the Meſſiah's Character, did, as it were, by 
à Voice from Heaven, proclaim, that this was 
he of whom Moſes in the Law and the Prophets did 
write. But then it can by no Means be conclu- 
ded from hence, that becauſe it had been pro- 
pheſied that the M:zab ſhould work Miracles, ii 
that therefore the Miracles performed by it 

Chriſt are no abſolute Proofs of his being the 
Meſſiah ; for if they would have been abſolute ** 
Proofs to this Purpoſe, in Caſe they had I! 
not been n of, certainly their being 1 
ropheſied of can never make them otherwiſe. | 

| 
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ay, one would think, that this ſhould be ſo 
far fromleſſening, rhat it ſhould rather corrobo- 
rate that Evidence which our natural Reaſon 
convinces us is given by Miracles; when we 
find that God himſelf made choice of them, as | 
a Mark to diſtinguiſh by, the greateſt Prophet 1 
that he ever did or will ſend into the World. i 


Vain therefore was the Pretence of a late ; 
noted Patron of Infidelity, that . Chriſt's Mi- 
| « racles | 
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© rates were in no other 'Senſe 'a Proof of his 


being the Meſſiah, than as they fulfilted an 
antient Propheſy relating to him; and no 
Teſs vain and ridiculous was his Demand, ur der 
that Prerence, to fet aſide the Conſideration 


of theſe Works in this Enquiry ; when yer this 


vety Conſideration is, of all: others, the molt 


likely and proper to decide the Matter in De- 


bate. The Queſtion is, whether Jeſus Chriſt 
is the Miſſiaß promiſed to the Jews, and deli- 
neated in the Old Teſtament. We allert, that 


he is; and to make good our Aﬀertion obſerre, 


that he did not only perform ſuch Works as 


it had been forctold the M. ah ſhould; but al- 
fo ſuch as no one that was not endued with 


Power from on High could do. Now'by this we 
know that he was a Man of God, and that the 


Mord of the Lord in his Mouth was Truth. When 


therefote he ſo often and openly declared, that 


he himſelf zually was the Meſſiah, we muſt 


either acknowledge him to be ſo, or deny the 


Veracity of God. It may, pethaps, be ſug- 
geſted here, that the MeſFah ad bes 


| n deſcri- 
bed under ſeveral other Marks beſides the 
Power of working Miracles, and that if Je- 
ſus would make good his Prefs, he maſt 
fill up thoſe other Parts of the Meſſiabs Cha- 
racter as well as this. We grant it; but affirm 


wWithal, that a Power of working ſuch, and 
o many, and ſo great Miracles as Jefus did, 
is a Mark ſo diſcriminating, that no Impoſtor 


could poſſibly exhibit it. We may therefore 


fairly 'conclude, we have all the Reaſon in 
the W 


otld to preſume, that, under whatever 
Mafks and Characters the promiſed Meſſa 


h 


had been pre- ſigvified, Jeſus Chriſt did actually 
£116] them all; altho' dur own — 
| | neſs 
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neſs ſhout not ſuſſice to diſcern the Comple- 


tion in every Particular. And that, if there 
ate any Propheſies ſuppoſed to relate to the 


„ which were certainly not fulfilled in 


Jeſus, then thoſe Propheſies are falſly inter- 
preted, and really have not that Reference 
they are ſuppoſed to have. The Reaſon of all 
this is obvious. Antient Prophefies are obſcure, 
and the Application of propheſied Marks aud 
Characters is uncertain. Clearly to unfold the 
one, and juſtly to apply the other, requires, 
for the moſt Part, vaſt Attention and an un- 
common Sagacity. But ſupernatural Works ate 
the Evidence of Senſe, and that ſuch of them 
as are not performable by evil Spirits do pro- 
ctaim the Finger of God, is the Concluſion 
of common Reaſon, 

But this, it ſeems, is a Point which we need 
not labout at preſent to make good, as being 
what was given up by the Adverſary I am 
now ye of. He grounded his Charge 
againſt Chr 
Chriſt failed to do ſo much, but that he 


took upon him to do more than he ſhould do. 


Not that every Propheſy relating to the Meſ- 
ſiah was not fulfilled in Jeſus, - but that Jeſus 


pretended to fulfil ſome Propheſies as relating 


to the Meſſiah, when in Truth thoſe Prophe- 
ſies had no manner of Relation to him. That 
is to ſay, in ſhort, that our Saviour miſapplied 


the Scriptures to ſerve his Turn, and interpreted 


the antient Propheſies'to a Senſe in which they 
were never intended. Bat now that they may 
poſſibiy be thus applied and interpreted is plain, 
becauſe they have actualh been ſo applied and 
interpreted both by Jews and Chriſtians of the 
greateſt Learning and Sagacity. The only 

Queſtion 


iſtianity upon à Pretence, not that 
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Queſtion is, whether they muſi and oupht to be 
underſtood and treated in this Manner; whe- 


ther the Expoſition is true and the Application 
jui?, And how can this Queſtion be better 


or more properly decided than by appealing 


to the Judgment of one, upon whom, as ap- 
pears by his Works, the Spirit of God reſted, the 


Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of 


Counſel and of Knowledge ? We know that our 


Saviour acted by the Power of God, and there- 


fore we rationally conclude, that he ſpake by 
the Spirit of God. And ſurely that very Spirit 


which endited the Scriptures 1s able to give the 
moſt authentick Expoſeion of them. 


This one Obſervation is of itſelf ſufficient 


to invalidate the main and fundamental Argu- 


ment upon which all this Author's lare Wri- 


tings againſt Chriſtianity are grounded. As 


therefore it is needleſs, it would be now unge- 


nerous to purſue him any further. We leave 
him in the Hands of a merciful God, to whom 


he is gone-to uu an Account of the wilful 
iſ-employment of thoſe uncom- 


Abuſe and m 
mon Talents both of Parts and Learning 
wherewith he was entruſted ; and charitably 


* 


hope and believe that our Saviour will deal 
more favourably with him in the other World, 
than he thought fit to deal with our Saviour 


in this. 


As I have taken ſuch particular Notice of 
one, it may perhaps be expected that I ſhould 
not wholly paſs over in Silence another Scribler 


in the ſame Cauſe, who has written with leſs 


Art and Subtilty indeed, but equal Virulence 
and Prophaneſs with the other. His deſign is, 
as he profeſſes himſelf, to deſtroy. the great Ar- 
gument for the Truth of Chriſtianity em 

* from 
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from the miracalou Power of its Author. And 


to this Purpole he ſets himſelf to prove theſe 


two Things: (iſt.) That © the Miracles of 
c healing all manner of bodily Diſeaſes, which 
e Jeſus was juſtly famed for, are none of the 
© proper Miracles of the Mezſiah, neither are 
© they ſo much as a good Proof of his Divine 
Authority to found a Religion. And (zdly) 
That the /teral Hiſtory of many of his Mi- 
c racles, as recorded by the Evangeliſts, does 
imply ſuch Abſurdities, Improbabilities, and 
© Incredtbilities, that it muſt needs be ſuppo- - 
« ſed they either in Whole or in Part. were 
never wrought, as they are commonly be- 
c lieved now-a-days ; but were only related as 
« Prophetical and Parabolical Narratives of what 
« would be myſteriouſly done by him. And that 
< therefore when Jeſus appeals to his Miracles 
© as to a Teſtimony and Witneſs of his Divine 
Authority, he could not properly and ulti- - 
© mately refer to thoſe that he literally is ſaid 
c to have wrought in the Fleſh, but to thoſe + 
< Myſtical ones which he would do in the Si- 
«© vit, of which thoſe wrought in the Fleſh were 
© mere Types and Shadows.“ As to the Firſt 
of theſe Heads I have, I hope, ſufficiently pro- 
ved, that the Power which Jeſus exerted in 
erforming all and each of thoſe wonderful 
orks, which we call his Miracles, was not 
only Supernatural, but Divine; and that conſe- 
uently they were a very proper and ſufficient 
Evidence of his being the Perſon whoſe Cha- 
racer he aflumed, and the moſt rational Seal 
that ever was exhibited, or can be required' of 
a Commiſſion from God. And as to the Se- 
cond, it will be enough to obſerve, that any 
other antient Hiſtory ways with equal ws 
| an 
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ang the like abe of Ang: be turned in- 
o Allegory,. as wel 7 that of the * 
ie ; that for Inſtance AL Conſpiracy of Catz 
line againſ the Roma u State was only gel 
cal, and the Cor ꝗ tek of A the Gaul 
a feurative Ala, the Facts relating to 
thole Occurrences are attended with maniſe 
Abſurdities, and recorded with a 
Circumſtances; this des | will be a very goo 
2 ument to ſuſpect, that the Narratives of 
and Salu# are falle, but no mnt 
2 a ar ah.4e prove that they are enigmat ica | 
ncluſion which 209 rational Man = 
5 from ſuch an O pay would be this: 
Not that the Facts 8 | 
are not to be /terally underlie | | 
thoſe Authors were Liars and meant to im- 
pals upon the Non And the 195 is to be 
aid o a oſpel- 1ans, 14 Narra- 
tives of and Actions of Chriſt are 
plainly.a 2 aid - contradictory, then they 
muſt be rejected as 7215 Hiſtories, ans ab re- 


ceived as Faralolical Fifions. - And whether £ 


deed there are any Abſurdities and, Contr fs 
ions a — _ in them. ul | be le 

the ent o e tha them. 

— this Author has - men a8 eh, | 
can be thought ſo only by 4 =—q that rake Scur- | 
roſy, for Wit, and Blaſphemy for oning. 
therefore that I need further obſerre is is 77 
ly 1 05 that the greateſt Part of, os. 8 
4 iſtianit wt oops 

heſe: F * — as related h A ap 3. 
—— as they were. under \ higheſt, Qbli- 
pations, ſo. they had the belt pportunities 
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The Vanity ant Unfſuceeſsſulneſs of theſe 
Attempts to deſtroy Chriſtianity have put the 
. upon bringing about their De- 
fign by 2 different Method. And tho? they 
find it impoſſible to prove, chat the Evidence 
for the Goſpel-Revelation is inſigficient, yet 
they hope to catry on the Cauſe of Infidelity 
as effectually, by ſhewing' that the Goſpel- Re- 
ve lation itſelf is needleſs. This is an old thread- 
bare Argument, that has been often urged and 
as often refuted. It was in vain made uſe of 
in the early Times of Chriſtianity by Julian 
the Apoſtate, and has ever ſince, but chiefly 
in theſe latter Days, been as unſucceſstully em- 
ployed by others, who are equal to him in no- 
thing but that Crime, which has made his 
Memory infamous to all Generations. To this 
Purpoſe it is zow obſerved, that CHRTSTIA NTT is 
As Orp As Taz Crxxartion, that what is-cal- 
led the Religion of Jeſus is in Reality nothing 
elſe but the Religion of Nature. That the Re- 
ligion of Nature requires no other Inſtructor but 
the Light of Reaſon. That the Light of Reaſon 
is actually ſufficient to inſtruct Men in all the 
the Duties of Morality ; in all thoſe very Du- 
ties which are pretended to be laid upon them 
in the Goſpel. Hence it is inſinuated, that 
the Goſpel-Revelation was not wanted; bur is 
altogether ſaperfluous and e That it is 
not agreeable to the Wiſdom of God to make a 
ſpecial Revelation from Heaven of thoſe Things, 
Which all Mankind either did or might know 
without it. That therefore there never actually 
was ſuch a Revelation from Heaven, as that of 
the Goſpel is repreſented to be; and that even 
a Pretence of Miracles to prove it ſo, tho' at- 
tended with all the . that any — | 
2 


we — — 


A 
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of. Fact is capable of having, is not to be re- 
garded. In ſhort, that tho' the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion cannot in ſtrict Propriety of Speech be 
ſaid to be falſe, inaſmuch as to the Moral Part 
of it (and in which the Life and Subſtance of 
every Religion conſiſt) it is founded in the 
higheſt Reaſon: Yet ſo far as it aſſumes the Cha- 
racter of a Divine Revelation it is plainly coun- 
terfeit; and conſequently in all ſuch Points as 
paſs Underſtanding, or ſeem to croſs upon Rea- 
ſon, or are mere poſitive Inſtitutions, it ought to 
be given up and deſpiſed as the Reſult either of 
Fraud or of Superſtition, And. thus by ſhew- 
ing that the Goſpel-Revelation is zeedleſs, they 
ſuppoſe they have given Chriſtianity as mortal 
a Blow, as they could have done by proving 
that the Evidence for it is falſe. And ſo indeed 
they have done, if we will but allow, that the 
Principle they go upon has any better Founda- 
tion to ſupport it than their own vain Imagi- 
nations. For if Human Reaſon be really a full 
and ſufficient Guide in Matters of Religion, 
then, as eyery: Man's. Pride will make him 
think his own Reaſon the beſt, there muſt be al- 
moſt as many Religions as there are Men in 
the World : The natural and genuine Conſe- 
quence of which is, that in a very ſhort Time 
there would be no Religionat all. But now not 
to obſerye, that of thoſe Points which are de- 
liver'd in the Goſpel, there are ſome that never 
could be, and others that never were in Fact, 
diſcovered by our natural Faculties; and that 
however Morality might ſubſiſt in Theory upon 
the Foot ol Human Reaſon, it is impoſſible it 
ſhould ever ſubſiſt in Praftice, but upon the 
Foot of Dine Revelation, as well for want of 
Authority to aſcertain it, as of Motive * en- 
| Orce 
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force it: 17 * not now to take Notice of theſe 
Things, it ſhall ſuffice to our preſent Purpoſe 
to obſcrve, that the very ſame Argument which 
proves the Truth, proves likewiſe the Uſeful- 
.neſs and th of the Goſpel- Revelation. For 
if the Goſpel-Revelation did actually come 
from God, then we are. ſure it muſt be need- 
ful and expedient, inaſmuch as nothing can 
come from God that is trifling and uſeleſs. 
But that the Goſpel-Revelation did actually 
come from God, the Miracles which attended 


the Publication of it is an unexceptionable 
Proof. £ . 


Here therefore let the pious Chriſtian fix his 
Foot, and his Faith will be founded upon a 
Rock that is not to be ſhaken. There are two 

Ways, which the Enemies of Chriſtianity at 
| pe ent make uſe of, in order to ſubvert it. 

he one is by expoſing the Evidence for it as 
inſufficient ; the other by repretenting the Suljject 
Matter of it as unneceſſary. Now, on whichſo- 
ever Side they make their Attacks, we ſhall 
ſtand prepared to receive them. For we know 
that the Teſtimony. of Miracles is the Teſti- 
mony of God ; and we are ſure that God would 
not give in his Teſtimony either to a Lye or to 
a Trifle. That as he is too good to abuſe his 
Almighty Power to an ill Purpoſe, ſo he is like- 
wiſe too wiſe to diſorder the Courſe of Nature 
to no Purpoſe at all. Would therefore our free- 
thinking Infidels but ſhew themſelves Maſters 
of that Reaſon they. ſo mightily boaſt of, do 
they really hope to gain any other Proſelytes 
than ſuch as diſcredit their Cauſe, as it will be 
ſufficient, ſo it will be neceſſary, for them to 
make out one of theſe three Things: Either 
that Jeſus Chriſt did not work divine Miracles: 
| | or, 
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or, thardivine Miracles are not 4 f Evidence 
of his being ſent from God; or that God 
would ſend him into the World either upon a 
Falſe or a needleſs Etraud. And if indeed 6 
will ſer chemfelves to argue upon all or eith 
of theſr Points in a plain, open, and ferious 
Manner, every hone and confcientiofs Chri- 
ſtian will think * himfelf bound in Puty to 
hearken to them with Attention, and to jadge 
Bur it, 
as is generally the Caſe, inſtead s, they 
aſfault him with Arguments that he does not 
underſtand, and puzzle him with Quibbles that 
he cannot unravel, this will be ſo far from 
ſtaggering his Belief, that it will rather con- 
firm and eſtabliſh it; when he finds the” Iſſue 
of the Cauſe is fo induſtriouſly put, not fo much 
upon the Strength of their Reaſoning, as upon 
the Weakneſs of his Underſtanding. 44.6 

I am ſenſible I muſt have tired your Patience, 
and therefore ſhall ſhut” up all with one very 
ſhort and I fear but too ſeaſonable an Inference 
ar, this Time. EEE 

Seeing it'is impoſſible to reject Chriſtianity 
and turn Infidel without imputing thoſe Works 


that were wrought” by the Holy Ghoi7 to the 


Spirits of Devils, all Approaches ro Apoltac 

and kadelte muſt 4 exceeding danger 0 
and dreadful. Such as are ridiculing and ſcof- 
fing at Things ſacred; a knaviſh perverting of 
the Holy Scriptures ; a decrying of the Goſpel- 

Inſtitutions; a Diſ-regard for Chriſt's Mini- 
ſters; an Intimacy with Atheiftical Men, and 
Delight in their Company; a wifful Obſtinacy 
in a vicious Courſe, and a ſtupid Indifterency' 
in Matters of Religion. Theſe are all Degrees 


of, and are very likely in the End to terminate 


in, 
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in, that Sin, which is ſo heinous and provoking 
above all others, that it is declared to be in a 
culiar Manner unpardonable both in this 
World and in the World to come. 

Wherefore, my beloved Brethren, continue ye 
in the Faith grounded and ſettled, and be not moved 
away from the Hope of the Golpe! which ye have 
heard : Neither be ye as Children tofſed to and 
fro, and carried about with every Wind of Dottrine, 
y the Slight of Men and cunning Carftineſs whereby 
they lie in Wait to deceive. But ſtand ye fat in 
the Faith, quit you like Men, be ſtrong. Only let 
your Converſation be as it becometh the Goſpel of 
Chmit, and. take Heed-to- walk of the Vo- 
cation wherewith ye are called. And beſides this gi- 
ving all Diligence, add to your Faith Vertue, and 
all the other diſtinguiſhing Graces of a Chri- 
ſtian. Be in Practice as you are in Profeſſion, 
and let your Faith appear by your Works. Thus 
you will make your Calling and Election ſure, and 
fo an Entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abundant- 
ly into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour. Jeſs Chrifh. BY 201; 8 3 8 
Nu the God of all Grace, who- hau called in- 
to his eternal Glory ly Chriff Jrſs, make you per- 
felt, ftabliſh, ftrengthen, ſettle you. To him be Glu. 
ry and Dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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